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Now to him who is able to do than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. —Ephesians 3:20-21, NIV

ACSI NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2010





[image: image1.jpg]EARLY FOUNDATIONS (Pre-School and Grades R to 3)
During this Valentine’s month the media has drawn our attention to LOVE. Movies, TV shows, adverts, competitions have all bombarded us with ‘love’. However, instead of focusing on the commercialized love aimed at increasing consumerism, let us remind ourselves of God’s great love for each and every one of us. 

“For God loved ……. (you, your colleagues and each child you teach) so much that He gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
May we, through our lifestyles and our interaction with our colleagues and learners, be mirrors of God’s love, and in so doing, obey Jesus.
 “I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. If you have love for one another, then everyone will know that you are my disciples.” (John 13:34, 35)
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HeronBridge College: Praise God for the new HeronBridge Training and Resource Centre which has been established by the College  and the HeronBridge Community Church as an outreach into the local community.  The training of a group pre-school teachers will begin in March.
Lighthouse Christian College has reached out to pre-schools in the Madibeng area. ASCSI is running an Early Foundations Course consisting of a series of workshops. At the second workshop there were 67 teachers who represented 41 pre-schools! Thanks to Amanda Giles who does the co-ordinating .
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Gauteng ODE (One Day Enabler) for Grade R to 7 on Friday 5 March from 14:00-16:00
Venue:  The King’s School West Rand in Ruimsig 
Topic: LEARNING STYLES & MIND MOVES 
Speaker: Robin Cloete

Cost: Cost 20 per person. 
RSVP and pay before or on 4 March to 

011 452 0406 or judy_marais @acsi.org
[image: image5.wmf]Educators Conference:  Dates: 
Sunday 11 July – Tuesday 13 July  2010 

Venue: Youth For Christ, Magaliesburg, Hekpoort, Gauteng
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Love is a very useful teaching tool. Jesus, the Master Teacher, is our role model: “love…as I have loved you.” In their book, ‘The Five Love Languages of Children’, Gary Chapman & Ross Campbell describe 5 different ways of communicating love to children. Each child ‘hears’ love in these ways, but usually he or she perceives our love best from one of these love languages: Physical Touch, Words of Affirmation, Quality Time, Gifts and Acts of Service. 

At the monthly Principals’ Meeting in Tembisa, Carol Bailie has been presenting these Love Languages, and she has kindly contributed the following for this section of our newsletter:
A LOVE LANGUAGE THOUGHT
One of the things I remember as a child is walking home from school and chatting to my mom about the day over lunch. A child's sense of belonging can be strengthened so much by this simple act of love - sitting and chatting. Regardless of the age of the child, one can spend 5 or 10 minutes at some time after school sitting together and talking about the day. (Make sure it doesn't sound like an interrogation - some children need to wait a while before they want to chat!!) For younger children one can ask: Who did you play with, did you paint today, what games did you play, did you bake, did your teacher read the book you took etc. For older children, one can ask about their tests, lessons, homework, friends and extra murals. For quality time children especially, this is a time that says "you are so important to me and I love you so much that I would like to sit down with you and hear all about your day". If children resist, it may be worth explaining the love in this activity. 

 

Interestingly, these quality time chats have a few other benefits. Reporting is quite a difficult conversational skill for little children to learn, and talking about things in their immediate world helps them learn this skill. Remembering is also a learned skill, as well as explaining things in sequence. On an emotional level, talking about things helps them process how they are feeling, especially if they had difficult or sad experiences. And this is probably the best time for you to hear things that may be problematic such as friends exerting a negative influence or behaviours you wish to address. 

By Carol Bailie, Facilitator, Dare to Love
Reference: The Five Love Languages of Children by Gary Chapman and Ross Campbell
 
Please send your news or bright ideas and teaching tips so that I can share them in the newsletter. 









Blessings,           
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Megan Helsby


Work: 011 452 0406


Cell:    082 346 1800
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DATES TO DIARIZE
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BRIGHT IDEAS and TEACHER TIPS 





 Dare to Love offers workshops and talks for parents and teachers on topics relating particularly to children age 0-12 years. It aims to offer thought-provoking and interesting workshops in support of wonderful parenting, drawing on the material of a number of world-renowned authors. Workshops include parent and teacher talks on the Five Love Languages of Children, and parent talks on Loving Discipline for the under fours, 5ex education for the 3 - 8 years, and Maximising Learning for the under threes. Your facilitator, Carol Bailie, is a qualified educator (B Prim Ed) and mother of two, with 20 years experience in primary education, teacher training, and parenting workshops. Workshops are offered in Edenvale. Bookings can also be made for group workshops at schools or churches. For more information contact Carol on (011) 452 4042 Tel/Fax, 082 340 2723 Mobile or � HYPERLINK "mailto:daretolove@mweb.co.za" �daretolove@mweb.co.za�. 
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