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 WORLD TEACHERSô DAY: 5 OCTOBER 2009 
 
It has become customary to celebrate World Teachersô day annually on 5 

October. This custom stems from the initiative taken in 1994 by the United 

Nationsô Organization for Education, Science and Culture to allocate a 

specific day annually on which the role of the educator will be recognised 

and celebrated. 

Education International (EI), a global organization serving as an 

international voice for more than 30 million teachers. The EI is leading the 

celebrations of World Teachersô day and the theme which was decided 

upon for 2009 is: Build the Future: Invest in Education now! 

 

On this day ACSI want to encourage schools to celebrate the Christian 

teachers in our school and to give God the glory for the fact that we can 

teach His word in our South African schools! 

 

 

FREEDOM THROUGH LEARNING WEBSITE 

 
A virtual warehouse and shopping area for Christian schools in need and 

Christian schools well off have been created for the use of ACSI schools.  

The Freedom Through Learning website is now fully operational. This 

organization supports learners in developing nations by giving them the 

opportunity to browse from a list of resources being offered by educators 

around the world.  

 

The site is located at: www.freedomthroughlearning.org 
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THUMBS UP TO EAGLES NEST /SEFOLOKO DEBATERS 

 

Eagleôs Nest Christian School in partnership with Sefoloko Secondary School came second in the 

2009 Model United Nations debate competition. This annual competition organized by Education 

Africa encourages partnership and interaction between developed and developing high schools.  

The Model UN debate involves the resolving of complex problems facing the world through research 

and presentation. A Model UN delegate is placed in the shoes of an actual diplomat of a country and 

is expected to engage with real issues faced by that diplomat and country. 

Eagleôs Nest and Sefoloko high schools were representing the country U.S.A in this yearôs 

competition. The topic was ñThe Global Financial crisisò Impact on developed nationsô ability in 

achieving the Millennium Development Goalsò. The debaters of the two schools were awarded silver 

medals and one week all inclusive trip to Cape Town and a cruise to Robin Island during the 

September School Holiday. The learners were coached by Mr. Chris Chapota from Eagles Nest 

Christian School 

Well done Eagleôs Nest! 

 

 

Mr Chris Chapota (Eagles Nest Debating coach), Evodia Mashamaite, Hellen Raphahlelo, Brian 

Ratsaka, Kgwerano Mpamonyane 
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LEARNER UNIT RECORD INFORMATION (LURITS) 

The Department of Basic Education (DoBE) will implement a Learner Unit Record Information 

and Tracking System (Lurits), across all provinces. It will be based on the system developed for 

the Western Cape. 

 For the first time, we will have a uniform database system that can track learnersô progress 

through the public school system that includes what subjects they have studied and their 

transfers either to other schools, or to further education and training colleges. It is understood 

that Lurits will help the education departments of the provincial governments figure out why a 

large number of South African learners are inclined to drop out of the schooling system around 

the Grade Nine and 10 levels, or when they are 15 to 16 years of age. This is the time when 

compulsory schooling ends. According to a DoBE-sponsored study, 11% of learners who started 

schooling in 1996 will not complete their high school education and the department is unable to 

pinpoint the reasons. It seems as if many of the learners move out of the schooling system to the 

further education and training colleges. The department was also worried about the high 

repetition levels at various grades and Lurits would help monitor this too. 

DOE director-general Duncan Hindle said the current education management information system 

can only give the department a total number of learners in the system (12 million), but it cannot 

give data on individuals.ñThere is definitely a thirst for education by learners, but we need more 

data on why so many are inclined to either repeat or drop out of school early,ò Hindle added. 

Cameron Dugmore, MEC for education in the Western Cape, said his department has spent 

about R15 million over the past three years to develop the Lurits system for use in this province. 

ñWe are now able to track exactly what subjects and transfers the 930 000 learners we have in 

the Western Cape are taking. This information is now research credible,ò Dugmore 

noted.educationweb.co.za 

Also see the PDF attachment from the DOE 
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RELIGION IN STATE SCHOOLS 

As the debate around religions, and specifically Christian teaching, in state schools continue, you 

now have the opportunity to market your school amongst those parents who are serious about 

Christian Education.  

However we need to be in continuous prayer for our country and the children who are in our 

state schools today! 

 

ACSI PRAYER GUIDE 

 

Prayer Guide is a monthly prayer guide that provides our prayer partners with daily prayer 

requests from our international schools and regional offices. 

 

ICEC IN KENYA 

Register Now! 

ICEC AFRICA REGISTRATION NOW OPEN: Control and click to follow the link to the ICEC Africa 2010, 

Kijabe, Kenya  

 

MISSIO DEI           

 

NEW OFFERING FROM PURPOSEFUL DESIGN Control and click to follow the link 

See the introductory Student Package, part of our exciting new high school Bible course, Missio 

Dei: Joining God on the Adventure of a Lifetime or contact Annie at Impact on 012 368 2358 

 

MATH BY DESIGN 

  Control and click to follow the link 

is a quarterly newsletter that provides insights on math instruction by practitioners in the field. 

September 2009 edition included 

 

http://www.acsi.org/Educators/ConferencesWorkshops/tabid/600/itemId/3921/Default.aspx
http://www.purposefuldesign.com/AllProducts/tabid/64/List/0/CategoryID/46/Level/a/Language/en-US/Default.aspx

